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THE STATE'S BANNER,

Both Houses Formally Adopt
the Flaz of the Com-
m o nwealth.

The Design of Mrs. Carter, of
Minneapolis, is the
Chosen One.

Description of the Flagz,
Well as of the Other
Prize Designs.

as

The One Selected by the
Women's World's Fair
Auxiliary.

T'he flag designed by Mrs. Edward H.
Center, which has been aceepted by the |
woman’s auxiliary to help decorate the
woman’s building at the world's fair,

was formally ratified by the senate and

legislatnre yesterday morning as a state
flag, avd was greatly adomired by those
who saw it. Itisa handsowme piece of
work, Ingeniously conceived and grace-
fully executed. Notonly does it skill-
fully combine the national colors and
the state emblems, but it is also artistiec-
ally done. The ground is of white silk,
and the reverse side of blue silk bor-
dered with bullion fringe. In the center
is the state seal wreathed with white
maoecasin Howers on a blue ground.
The red ribbon ot the seal bearing the
motto is continued through the wreaths
entwining the blossoms and floating
carelessly over the ower portion of the
flag. 1t bears in gold the dates 1819,
the time ot the settlement of Minne-
sota, and 1803, Avove, also in gold, is
the date 1858, the tine of the admission
of Minnesota to the Union. Below the
design in gold letters is wronght “Min-
nesota,” Grouped around the seal are
nineteen stars in the design of star
points, with the North Star, significant
of the North Stav state, in a group of
three at the top, .

The choice of the number 19 is a pe-
culiarly happy oue, as Minnesota was
the nineteenti state, after the orfginal
thirteen, to be admitted into the Union,
Many ol the other designs submitted to
the examining board ewmployed forty-
four siars, stggesting the number of
states in the Unlon, but the choiee wis
not so well liked, as tihis had reference
to a national and not a state matter, and
would be subject to eovstant change,
‘The use of thirey-two stars, surgesting
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THE OFFICICIAL FLAG OF TMINNESOTA.

that the state was the thirty-second one
adinitted to the Union, was disearded
by the designer, from the faet that the
thirteen original states haviog been ad-
mitted together, the rank of Minnesota
was more fairly shown by eounting it
as the nmeteenth after the colonial
states, The standard of the Dag was
surmounted by a goldén gopher, and
tied with a gold cord and tassel. 'The
execution of the design is entirely in
neeidlework.

The tharough and careful work of the
designer is evident, andd  the aunxiliary
may well feel proud in its results.  Mrs,
Center was also the artiss of the modei
of the auxiliary and Lhe frieze of the
state building.

Other Doslzns,

The flag awarded the second prize of
g8 was designed by Frank B. Hiek-
man, of Anoka. 1t hasa white ground
bearing a searlet star, representing the
North Star state, with the points ont-
lined in gotd and the state seal in the
center surrounded by thirty-two stars
on a blue ground. A wreath of wheat
includes the points of the star. At
either side are the aates 1630, the
jine when the state was first visited by
the whites, and 1855,

‘The third prize was awnrded to Miss
Ada White, of Minneapolis. It wasan
especially dainty and artistie peace of
work, but did not meet the require- |
ments of the flag. 1t has, however, |
been adopted by the state commission
tor a cover for a book on the state ex-
hibits, ‘I'ne front of the flags of bioe |
and the lower vartol red.  In the upper
right hand corner is the state sealin the
center of a star. and on the left side the
figure of an Indian maiden, beautifully
painted, standing on a spray of wocca-
sin flowars and wheat.

Thedesigns were called for at the re-
quest of the committee in charge of the
woman’s building. The ?uruusu is to:
decorate the assembly hall with flags
from all the states. Mrs. F. L. Green- |
leatl was chairman of the committee to

secure designs, and her assistants were |

Mrs. A. A, White, of Mooriiead, i
and Mrs. Edward Durant, of Stiltvl
water. ‘L'he committee arranged the |

details of the matter and ealled for
i

designs, and In the interim between the

call aund the deeision ocecupied the timo |
in the study of the subject of thazs. The |
profound research involved is not evi- |
dent tethe uninitiated,but beeame patent |
to the comurittee after weeks of patient |
research in private and publie libraries. !
The desizns came quick and fast, and |
when the woman’s board met in St.Paul !
the last ‘Tuesday in February, to exam-|
ine them and make the amends it was

found that there wus almost a hundred.

The decision was not an easy vue

make. ‘The women of the board were
mostly present, as the men ol the state
commitiee were fnvited to take part.
Mrs. Greenleaf, the chairman of the
committee, was in the chair. and was
thus deprived of both voice and vote in
Lhe matter.
The Designer's Description,

The following Is the description of
the suceessful tlag, os submitted to the
board by Mrs, Center:

In looking at this design, 1 ask you to
judge it as the frieze designs wers
judged, vig: Without regard to eolor,
a8 the color of the flag would seem suf-

ficiently hufwrmnl. to be voted upon by
the board. 1 have looked at all the state
flags. ‘I'lhe mnajority of the states have
no legal state Hag. The choice of those
remaining are about equally divided
between white and  blue, several states
using stripes. Some states lave honored
the colors carried by regiments in bat-
tie, but these are the exceptions, My

n for suggesting wilite and blue
wdlld be that, as 1t floats, it would be

effective at any height, and, so
far as know, unlike any
other state flag. The star oints

in the design are to suggest the North
Star state.  The moccasin lower seems
the nuecessary decoration, ns it is the
lezal state tlower. The arus are his-
torie, being copied from the seal in use
when the state was admitted, found In
a manual of the legislature of 1801, I
do not know of any other state emblem
except the gopher, If that wer required
it could be used to replace the eagle
commonly used at the top of the stand.
erd. In summing up poiuts, I wish to
emphasize the fact that if vou choose
for the flag a design with the moceasin
flower, Minnesota will be represented
by a flag that must and will be unlike
any other flag that may be shown at the
worlil’s fair or at any other future thoe
or place.”

THE SAINT PAUL
DAILY GQLOBE:
APRIL 2, 1893. 13

MINNESOTA STATE FLAG,

Ladies of the Auxillary Very
Happy Qver the Result.

The committee on decoration for the
woman's bullding at the Columbian Ex-
position in Chicago sent to the woman’s
auxiliary board of each state requesting
them o send a state flag to be placed in
the assembly hall. The Minnesota board
unanimousiy voted to grant their re-
quest, therefore appointed as flug com-
mittee Mrs. F. L. Greenleat, Mrs. A. A.
White and Mrs. E. W, Duraut. Upon
investigation they found tnat Minnesota
nad no state flag: they then advertised
for designs, and from the 100 re-
evived the first prize was awarded
to Mrs. E. H. Center by a unan-
imous vote of the auxiliary voard; this
d was submitted to Mrs. Candace
Wheeler, who is considered authority
in sueh matters for this country, who
said It was “beyond criticism.” ‘The
commiltee have red the execatiou of
this design in neeele painting with the
Fyilde sisters, and fesl confident that
all Mimnpesotians will have reason lo
feel proud of this tHag when placed In
comparison with those from other
states. As this fag will be returned to
the state after the world’s fair and
placed in the capitol, the following
iadies, Mrs. ¥, L. Greenteaf, Mrs. H. F.
Brown, Mrs. A, A, White, Mrs. A. F.
Siebbins, petitioned the governor and
legislature to make this flag our legal
state flag, which was done uvder sus-
pension of rules by a nuanimous vote of
both senate and house.

The ladies of the committee fully ap-
preciate the zovernor's most generous
approval and indorsement of the bill,
also the great courtesy shown them by
both boedies of the legislature,




